AL

Ji) 5
)

Journal of
Social Jurisprudence Research

Mutual Guardianship of Believers in the Qur’an: An Analysis of the Concept of
“Some of Them Are Guardians of Others” and an Examination of the
Objections

Ali Akbar Zarchi Pour” / Asghar Aga Mahdavi

Stable URL.: https://doi.org/10.30497/s].2026.248908.1512

OYICS wy g 9 « 2R 9!.:.!5? pEaR> °44a0 ‘_5@83 Sl :QT} 20 Olwge plie cu¥y
Sodge BT ol / * 5 0 515 S| e
https://doi.org/10.30497/sj.2026.248908.1512 tsodls L g

Copyright 2025 The Author(s)

Published by Imam Sadiq University , Tehran, Iran

This work is fully Open Access under theCreative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0
International (CC BY-NC 4.0) license, allowingnon-commercial use, distribution, and reproduction
in any medium, providedthe original work is properly cited and not modified Social Jurisprudence
research strictly follows the ethical guidelines of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE)

which all readers,authorsreviewers, and editors are expected to observe and uphold

Print ISSN 2981-0019 Online ISSN 2981-0027


https://doi.org/10.30497/sj.2026.248908.1512
https://doi.org/10.30497/sj.2026.248908.1512

Research Letter of Social Jurisprudence

Vol. 13 | Isuue 2 | Serial 26 | Spring & Summer 2025 | Pages 617-648
Research Article | Recived: 2025/09/23 | Accepted: 2025/02/14

@@@ d- ' 10.30497/5j.2026.248908.1512

Mutual Guardianship of Believers in the Qur’an: An Analysis of the
Concept of “Some of Them Are Guardians of Others” and an
Examination of the Objections

Ali Akbar Zarchi Pour: Level Three Seminary Student and Ph.D. Candidate in Jurisprudence and the Foundations of
Islamic Law, Department of Jurisprudence and the Foundations of Islamic Law, Faculty of Theology, Islamic Studies
and Guidance, Imam Sadiq University, Tehran, Iran. (Corresponding Author).
a.zarchipour@jisu.ac.ir
Asghar Aga Mahdavi: Associate Professor, Department of Jurisprudence and the Foundations of Islamic Law, Faculty
of Theology, Islamic Studies and Guidance, Imam Sadiq University, Tehran, Iran.
a.mahdavi@isu.ac.ir

Abstract

1. Introduction and Objective

The mutual guardianship of believers is a significant topic in Islamic social
and political jurisprudence, playing an important role in explaining public
responsibility, social participation, and the distribution of power within the
Islamic community. Despite the emphasis of Imami jurisprudence on vertical
guardianship, the Qur’anic indication of a form of general guardianship
among believers has received relatively little independent attention. This
study aims to examine the possibility of deriving the mutual guardianship of
believers from Qur’anic verses containing the expression “Some of them are
guardians of others” and to explain it within the framework of horizontal
guardianship.

2. Methods and Materials

This study adopts an analytical-deductive method and is based on the verses
of the Holy Qur’an. First, the concept of guardianship and the distinction
between vertical and horizontal guardianship are clarified. The implications
of the relevant verses are then examined from exegetical and jurisprudential
perspectives, drawing on the principles of Islamic legal theory and the views
of Imami jurists. Major objections to the interpretation and legal inference
from these verses are also identified and analyzed.

3. Research Findings

The study concludes that the verses under discussion affirm the existence of
mutual guardianship among believers, which can be explained within the
framework of horizontal guardianship. This form of guardianship concerns
social responsibility, enjoining good, forbidding evil, and the active
participation of believers in the reform of the Islamic community. At the
same time, it functions as an executive and supervisory extension of vertical
guardianship.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

A foundational analysis indicates that the concept of waiver of respect not
only provides a theoretical framework for explaining the dissolution of non-
contractual liability, but also offers a basis for reexamining analogous
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doctrines in Islamic jurisprudence and civil law, thereby paving the way
for redefining the relationship between freedom of will and the limits of non
contractual liability in Imami jurisprudence.

Keywords: Horizontal Guardianship; Vertical Guardianship; MutualGuardi
anship of Believers; Social Responsibility; Jurisprudential

Implications of the Term “Guardians”; Social Jurisprudence;

Guardianship of the Jurist.
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