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Abstract

Iranian law stipulates certain conditions for witnesses, some of which require
reevaluation due to numerous disputes. In this regard, the authors have analyzed each of
the disqualifying conditions for witnesses using a descriptive-analytical method based on
library resources. The results of this research indicate that while some disqualifying
conditions, such as lack of interest and absence of enmity, are widely accepted among
jurists, other conditions, namely the prohibition against engaging in begging and
vagrancy are seriously contested regarding their criteria and sometimes from a rational
perspective. This contention arises with the emergence of new social classes referred to
as outcasts from society, which encompass a broader concept than mere vagrants, as well
as those who beg out of necessity or as a temporary measure. It can be argued that the
testimony of individuals who are not genuinely considered beggars or vagrants should be
admissible. Consequently, it has been determined that among the classifications of
beggars, only those who rely on begging as their primary means of livelihood are
excluded from being witnesses. In contrast, individuals who resort to begging out of
necessity or under duress should not be disqualified. Furthermore, vagrancy is
understood as a more specific concept within the category of social outcasts; not every
individual marginalized by society qualifies as a vagrant. Instead, one must possess three
elements which are lack of a fixed residence, absence of conventional employment, and
securing basic needs through wandering in public places to be classified under the
definition of vagrancy. Thus, this classification aligns with a narrow interpretation of
criminal laws and suggests that specific criteria should be established for the concepts of
vagrancy and begging to prevent their broad interpretation.
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